
Jewe!er
*Mt more sparkle in your life? Try making
jewelry! It's easy and inexpensive to do. You can

design necklaces, bracelets, or earrings for yourself or

to give to other people. Try this badge and you'll have

created something wonderful to wear in no time.

,StcPt
1. Get to know the tools of the trade
2. Make jewelry with metal
3. Turn everyday objects into jewelry
4. Createjewelry inspired by another culture
5. Make a sparklinggift

lPupue
When l've earned this badge, l'll know how to make
different kinds ofjewelry.
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lBfu"frottstaa
Throughout history,
different cultures have
given gemstones meaning.

Some Americans give

the birthstones on this
list asgifts to people

born in those months.
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STEP

4 Gettoknowthe
L toolsof thetrad
Jewelry is found in almost every culture on the
planet. tt's sometimes worn simply as decoration, or
it can hold lreat meaning. Before you make jewelry,
find out about techniques and materials in one of
these ways.

cHorcEs - Do oNE:

visit a jewelry store or jewelry artist. Ask if you can take a

look at supplies and tools. What are the most common tools

for making and repairing jewelry?

OR

Visit a museum with an exhibit on jewelry. How was the
jewelry made? Is it all in the same style? Which piece did you

Iike most?

lnvite a jewelry maker to talk to your group. Ask them to

bring tools that they use on the job and some cool samples of

their work.
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$meeceep* SWp&,s
Youtll start making jewelry in the next step.

Gather your supplies now. You'll want:
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stringing your beads. Wire
is numbered in'tauges."
The higherthe number,
the finer the wire.

Hexx$xeg baeE<e er hes3es

You can find clip-on
earring backs as wel!.
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,:,Motdlewelry
STEP

CDlrlakejewelry6, withmetal
Most jewelry uses some sort of metal. Jewelers use

various types of pliers to bend the meta! in amazing
ways. Try one of the proiects below using metal.

metalbycarvingdesigns 
{ 

depend on how big you want each loop. Begin by making

: or other markings I one loop. Twist the ends together to form a circle. (Pinch the
: ,onto itssurface. oi,,, ends together tight with your pliers or file with a needle file

. ,Hammering: Giving a piece i ro they'll be smooth.) Once you've made one circle, start the

,, of metal texture by hitting i second loop of the chain by pulling the wire through the flrst

' ,1t,with a small hammer. , circle, and again twisting its ends together. When the chain is

r the length you want, twist the final loop through the first one,
,,solderingp Usinghot metal ;
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i-r.i.- [-l Make a pendant with a photo or "caged" stone. A pendant

- is a large decoration you hang on a necklace. You can make a

!
Here,aresome other waYs t,

., professionaljewelerswork i
with metal.lf youwant 'a'

totryany; find ajewelry
expert to help you.

G*sting:Shaping
metalbymeltingitand
pour.ing it into molds.

Engraving: Decorating

t.i cHolcEs - Do oNE:
!r

. n Make a chain-loop necklace or bracelet. Using wire cutters,
I I r r r rl tL1- - -- :^---

cut pieces of wire. The number and length of the pieces

photo pendant with a kit, or use a washer from the hardware

store. Paint the washer with glue, and then attach a photo

you've cut to match the size of the washer. Coat the whole

thing with decoupage giue. When it's dry, ask an adult to

help you poke a hole through the photo and the center of the

washer. (This is where a chain or cord will be threaded.) For a

caged-stone pendant, see directions on the next page.

OR

Make earrings by twisting wire into a shape. Create the

shape of an animal or symbol by shaping wire with your

pliers. Or you could wrap wire around your finger to make a

coil-dangle earring. Make sure you leave a little bit of wire to

run through an earring hook.

Tip: work out your design on paper before bending wire. Too

much bending will harden it.

Doubleortriple it up.
Make a piece ofjewelry
that uses two or three

elements" For examPle,

you could use different
types of metal or include a

variety of beads or stones.
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STEP

v elTurneverydayobiects
Crintojewelry
You don't need expensive gemstones to make great
jewelry. Just look around and you'll find what you
need to create something unique and stylish.

cHotcEs - oo oNE:

I tlat<e a bead bracelet. Form beads out of papier-mAch6 or

clay. Before they harden, poke a pencil through the middle to

create a hole so you can thread them. Once they're dry, make

your handmade beads into a bracelet by threading the beads

with wire or cord.

OR

I ttale two necklaces with different kinds of cord. Although

beads and stones are pretty, what you string them on is just

as important. PIay with materials for the necklace base. Try a

variety of things,like wire, string, or ribbon.

OR

l-l f'fafeiewelryfrom nature. Go outside and find materials to
make a necklace, bracelet, or ring. You could try sheIls, seeds,

nuts, or even small twigs. For some items you might need an

adult's help to make holes to string your stufftogether.

: "Cagingtt
: a Stone
i People made

i andworejewelry

! before they wore

v

clothes. Most jewelry whether

offeathers and berries, or

beaten gold and precious

gems, was worn for beauty.

People have always loved

to dress up-and still do.

llaterials: A 6-to-8-inch

length of wire (r8- or zo-gauge)

and a pretty stone

l. First experiment with
string, wrapping it around

the stone to see where the
wire will be needed to hold

the stone more firmly.

2. Make a loop at one end of
the wire. Holding the stone

and loop in one hand and the

end of the wire in the other,

follow your string pattern. Use

pliers to help withbending,
and leave enough wire to wrap

around the loop a few times.

-adapted from the Codette
G irl Scout Handbook, 1963
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STEP

fr Create jewelry inspired
ffi by another culture
Many cultures use jewelry as symbols. ln ours, a
wedding ring shows you're married. Find out about
the jewelry, or the symbols found on the jewelry, of
another culture and make your own version. Here
are some you could try.

cHorcEs - Do oNE:

l-l rriendship ringfrom lreland. The claddagh ring was created

in the rTth century and was named after a village in Ireland.

It has two hands holding a heart with a crown, meaning

friendship,love, and loyalty. Make a piece of jewelry that
you think symbolizes the same things as the claddagh ring.

Perhaps a necklace made with three beads: one that reminds

you of a friend, one rolled out of a copy of page of a book you

love, and a third made from clay in your school colors.

OR

l_l xa-e pendant from ESypt.Ancient Egyptians believed that
a cartouche had magical powers.It was a piece of jewelry that

spelled the wearer's name in symbols called hieroglyphics.

They believed as long as people spoke their name, they could

not be forgotten. Create a pendant with symbols for each

Ietter of your name and turn it into a necklace.

FUN: Create symbols for the entire alphabet and

make pendants for everyone in your family.

Y/

your:EnGl€'

bi.ta-Lt'.i6u'r

Itcanbefuntoaskwhy
.

wear theirjewelry
i:!a:.14 tothGm.
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'i. l-l emerican lndian anima! jewelry. Some tribes create jewelry

called a totem that honors an animal they respect. Some use a

Iot of natural materials in their jewelry,like wood or feathers.

Try creating a piece of jewelry that represents an animal you

Iike. Use natural materiais if you can.

OR
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- R ltlakea
a, sparlclinggift

t/

Use your new skills to make jewelry to give to
someone. You can use everyday objects, model it
after jewelry in other cultures, or use interesting
metals. Make it symbolize your relationship with the
person it's for, or the occasion on which you plan to
give it.

cHorcEs - Do oNE:

I Uat<e jewelry for a friend. Think about your friend's favorite
things,like animals or music. You might try to include those

in your design.

OR

I f'f 
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jewelry for the girls in your Junior group. It could

be for a special event or activity. Try to choose jewelry that
everyone can wear. For example, some girls may not have

pierced ears.

OR

I uafejewelryfora relative. Family members usually love

homemade giftsl

*flU-,Sandry,
gferuelr-gt, d.

Somejewelry is just meant {.
to be pretty-and some 

5,
can actually save a life. :
Medical-alert bracelets
and necklaces let doctors
and other people know i
that the wearer has a !ife- 

1

threateningcondition.The 3
jewelry can be made out
of rubber: metal, or rope
and usualty has a tag with
medical information on it.
Some even do double duty
and can be plugged into a
computer to show doctors i
allofthewearer'smedical S.

files. Common tags are :

for severe allergies (such
astopeanutsorbees), 

I
astopeanutsorbees), 

{;
diabetes, and epilepsy. ;
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Make your gift a matching set with earrings, a bracelet, and a necklace.
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Adrt&a.aB te;lral .gury, ,

commitment to saving energy. What about aminil
bicycle pin fashioned from recycled paper, paper '

beads with messages onthem, or something else

from your imagination?

Now that l've earned this badge, ! can give service by:

o Makingiewelry for a friend's birthday present

o Teaching Brownies how to make bracelets

o Sharing what ! know about jewelry from
other cultures

g'nt inopired, to:


