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you ever found yourself in a group or

place where you didn't know how to act? It happens

to everyone.In this badge, have fun practicingthe
social style and good manners that will make you

comfortable in any situation.

,StcPo
1. Hold a conversation
2. Use table manners
3. Be prepared for specialoccasions
4. Say thank you
5. Practice being at ease

(Putpue
When l've earned this badge, l'll know how
to act at manytypes of events, from picnics
to weddings to parties.
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Charmingpersons
STEP

f,qreolmosf, never
self-centered,
buthavewide
interestsinpers.ons

It's easy to have a conversation with your
best friend, but what about people you don't

andthingsand know very well? Conversation skills will help

cdnforgetabout you in yourjob one day and make you seem more

ftrenrsefves.
open to new friends! Try one of these to help you
have conversations with ease.

€HOICES. DO ONE:

Practice conversation starters. First, make a list of ro great

questions to start a conversation. Think about the different

situations you might have: with one new person, a group of

new people, or an adult friend of your parents'. Then role-play

with your questions to practice starting and continuing a

conversation.

Fon Monr Make a list of the questions to keep in your

backpack, so you can look over them when you're around

new people.

OR

tnvite an expert to come talk about conversations. Some

people specialize in helping people talk to one another. Ask

a psychologist, motivational speaker,life coach or other

knowledgeable person to show you how to introduce yourself

and begin a conversation in different situations.

OR

Make a poster with 10 conversation tips. Look in books,

online, or in magazines. Remember,body language is an

important part of conversation, too. Some of your tips can

be about smiling and other friendly gestures that can help

everyone feel at ease. Then, hang your poster in a good

sharing place.

-GtrlScouf
Handbook, 1933
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Explore
: Introduce others to the

conversation. Practice

introducing newcomers to a

conversation so everyone feels

welcome, as Iuniors did to

earn their Hospitality badge

in 1953. How would you start

a conversation between your

volunteer or teacher and your

parents or with a new girl and

your group? IAIhat are some

good topics for everyone to

chat about?
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STEP

2
Manners can be important at mealtime.

Ietle'fifiail,netrs' '

Around the World
You may know how to be,
polite at your own table,
or at a friend's house, but '

whatabout in a different
country? Every culture has

its own rules for meals!

Some Americans consider
it,rudetosquashfood, :,,,
but it's perfectly polite
to mush things like peas

and corn onto your
fork in Great Britain.

Itisacceptabletoslurp'

l"." I.'1r,.':",.,, i 1r.'.1':

your,noodles in
Japahritts

,,lnFrance, many

',peopleeat pizza with
,..a:knife and fork.

.l'

lnKorea, Vou should wait
for the oldest person or

Beeple to lift their spoons
or ehopsticks before you

start. lt is also best to eat
at the same pace as

everyone else.
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Practice feeling at ease at the table with
one of these activities.

cHotcEs - Do oNE:

1' . Brainstorm five things not to do at the table. For each one,

' Iist a good substitution. Here's one to start you off: "Don't

criticize the food! Instead, find something you like about it."

Pick three good table manners from your list to practice in the

next two weeks.

OR

Set the table. Find out where silverware, glasses, napkins,

and plates go. Make paper "reminder" place mats that show

outlines where everything should go-one for a formal

dinner, and one for a casual meal. You

might make the place mats from fabric

and trace your "cheat sheet" on the back!

Then try setting the table for a week.

Fon Monr rr... '.. With a group or your

family, visit a nice restaurant and learn

how a table is set for different meals.

OR

Study table manners from other
countries.In the United States, many

people use a fork and knife to eat, but

in other places, it's more common to

use chopsticks or to

eat with your

hands. Learn about

mealtime customs

from another culture,

then have a meal using

manners from that place.
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HaveYou ever heard the

;;;;;, ';r14Y cla.ce card is

;;ii," and wondered where

;;;;'om? Adance card

;;; ; small booklet w:tl1

Dance Cards

lit"u" the lastdance'"

ll"n t""'rd ask a woman to

;;;;r" a dancerorhim' rr

,f'," r"ia Yes' he would sign

;;;;." next to the song' lf

an"r"*"'e no songs t:tt'I"

;;;..ached that listed

lu an" songs an orchestra

*.r,0 PlaY at a formal dance

"t 
Oa,' Before the dance' a

,rm out of luck-the dance

""Jr"t 
tull' The last dance

il, uru"tlY considered

the most sPecial' so a

man coutd ask a ladY to

STEP

flffiffiffim.
Special occasions all have their own rituals. When
you know what they are, you know how to act!
Choose one occasion and find out the answers to
the questions in the box below.

cHotcEs - Do oNE:

;*"*'i:;
:!
L,**-i
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Special Occasion Questions
o Why is the ceremony held?

o What important rituals are in the ceremony?

o How should you dress?

o What's one helpfulskillyou should
know beforeattending?

o When is the occasion usually held?

o ls there something that is especially nice to say

(or wish to) the host or guest(s) of honor?

f***i wedding

OR

Funeral orwake

OR

|*-f coming-of-age ceremony,Iike a bat mitzvah, confirmation,
:l
=:-- or a quinceaflera,

U
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When you receive a gift or are invited
somewhere, it's good manners to say
thank you. There are other times when
thanking someone is less obvious, butiust
as important!

€ffi&a€€g * *& @ffi€:

Thank the host. When someone has invited you

over for a dinner or aparty,find the host before

you leave and say thanks. Tell them what you most enjoyed.

Practice in a role-play or skit.

Fox ffXons In many places, gifts are given to the host of

a party as a thank-you. Find some examples and make a host

gift of your own!

OR

Handwrite a thank-you note. Kind words written by hand

show you took time to share your thanks. Handwrite

three thank-you notes in the next month. (You might

even make your own note card!) Include why you are

thankful. If it's for a gift, tell the giver how you use it,

or your favorite thing about it.

Fos iVloex Sometimes you receive a gift that's

not exactly what you wanted.In the moment, it can

be hard to be thankfull Do a skit about how to have

good manners in that situation.

oll -.

Make a thank-you gift. The next time you feel really

thankful to someone, give a thank-you gift,like a

bouquet of flowers, a drawing, or a bag of trail mix. Gifts you

make yourself often have the most meaning. Think about

thanking people who help you every day,like your crossing

guard or a teacher. Or thank someone for a smaller gesture,

Iike making you feel comfortable in a new situation.
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SWAHILI
East and

CentralAfrica
&t

d&smrLTtr
(ah-sahn-the)

HAWAIIAN
'xtr "g T

ivgffi"ffiffij"ffi
(ma h-hah-loh)

MANDARIN
China

Kfe xte
(syeh-syeh)

SPANISH
6

LrfffiCl&S
(gra h-cee-yas) ITALIAN

&rmx*e
(gra-see)

ffiry
#a lE

&trffiffiffiffi
ekffi reKK

HINDI
lndia

Slaukrfym
(shoe-kree-*a)

TAGALOG
Philippines

$alarmet
(sa-la-mat)

DANISH
T*"1-
T (x"T\

FRENCH
aF &

dVLETCI
(mehr-see)

,rq G "E

bffiffiKr&xe
(shoe-krahn)

JAPANESE

ffimrem
(doe-moe)
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Hold a party to practice all you've learned. lnvite
people you aren't that close with so you can really
practice being at ease. Make introductions, make
conversation, show good table manners, and thank
guests for comingl. Pick a group to invite from the
list below, and start partyingl

ca**€€€s * e# *#ffi:

Other Girl Scouts. Grow your skills by inviting younger and

older girls.

OR

Your friends and their parents. Make

with some adults!

a point of chatting

OR

Everyone in your class. Think about classmates you don't

know very well and come up with some conversation starters

ahead of time.

t :5' 
"d'J

_j.*-."-1, _"!,"'%

Explore
Make it a dance party. Girls

earning their Social Dancer

badge in 1963 had to "develop

some ideas for getting a dance

party off to a quick start, be

able to teach an icebreaker,

and know several ways to help

guests mingle." Try these skills

yourself!
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Stei-4 is,all About thankirlgpeopte. fate this

;tipp.o,rtuidty to.thank.tlie'women who you talk to

when yOu {Othe'i-allba6kl interview with women

from your casting:call lgg Thank them for inspiring

y.ou wtttr ideas about the many toles women play

in the world.

Now that l've earned this badge, I can gJive service by:

o Helpin! others feel comfortable in a conversation

o Showing my friends how to act at a wedding

o Making a special thank-you gift for my schoo!
custodian or crossing guard

g'no intpit<d, to:
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